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1.Why storytelling is such a powerful tool for 
social change
2. Importance of ethical storytelling
3. Key elements of a story

Practice! Storytelling/sharing break out groups

Q&A













Ethical storytelling

• Storyteller or story sharer
• Honouring communities you intend to serve. 

• Questions: 
• Consent to tell someone’s story?
• Who is best placed to tell the story? Platform for people to tell their stories in 

their own words.
• Whose needs and desires are at the centre of the story?
• Who is the hero of your story, the person/community or your organization? 
• Are you telling a story in a way that reinforces harmful stereotypes?



Trabian 
Shorters





Elements of a story

1. Character and setting: Paint the scene. Describe the when and where of your 
story.  Introduce the protagonist (main character) . 

2. Plot: beginning, middle and end. 
• The ‘Beginning,’ ‘Middle,’ and ‘End’ of the plot usually revolves around one 

significant event or moment for shorter stories. 
• The ‘Beginning’ introduces the characters and sets up the scene, the ‘Middle’ 

Ushers in a conflict or impediment for the narrates how the protagonist comes 
through, and the ‘Ending’ brings the story’s resolution.

3. The theme, the central argument or main topic of the story. 





Once you have your story

• Who are you telling the story to?
• Why are you sharing this story? What do you want your audience to 

do?
• Who is best placed to tell or share the story?
• What is the best medium to share story? 



Practice- break out groups
• You will join fellow story tellers/sharers in a break out group for 30 minutes
• 10 minutes Everyone is invited to spend thinking about

1. A story you want to tell 
1. think about character, setting, plot and theme. 
2. Who are you telling the story to?
3. Why are you telling this story? 

Jot it down
Examples: 
-Tell a story about a time you overcame a fear.
-Talk about a time you really wanted something. Did you get it? Did you not get it?
- What was an experience that changed the way you look at the world. 
- What is the impact you want to have on the world and why?  
- What spurred your desire to create and work on your project? 

20 minutes sharing: Volunteer to share your story (2-3 minutes) with the group as 
well as who you would be telling it to and why you are telling this story? 



Q&A


